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like their great champions Voltaire and Hume,
who, for reasons above given, while deceiving
were deceived. They tell us it would be super-
fluous trouble to wade through the mass of our
proffered a posteriori proof, and on this account:
The Scriptures, say they, contain so many prodi-
gies of witchcraft and wonders by invisible per-
sonal agencies, good and bad ; so many interpo-
sitions among the affairs of men by angels and
devils fighting for the mastery; so many vices
adhering to the heroes of piety, while scrupulous-
ly moral men, like the Pharisees, are mercilessly
denounced for hypocrisy; so many unnatural
stories, like those of Jonah and Balaam ; so many
absurd doctrines, like that of the resurrection, it
is simply an act of wisdom, at the dictate of intui-
tive reason, to close the Bible, since it carries
with it the materials of its own refutation; and
to reject the Christian religion, which was built
upon the accredited facts and faithfulness of the
Mosaic record, now torn to pieces by the remorse-
less logic of geological science. To all this, and
more of the same sort of flippancy, we are fre-
quently treated by unbelievers of every kind, but
it is irrelevant. We regard candor in a critic of
the first and last qualification to entitle his objec-
tions to respect. It is conceded on all hands
that no man can urge objections against the doc-
trines of others which lie with equal weight
against his own; and for this reason the assertions
of the deist respecting the absurdities of the
Bible are not worthy of any other reply than
this. Your doctrine is that nature fully demon-